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HOLIDAY CARD CONTEST – JUSTICE WILLIAMS – H.J. MACDONALD

MIDDLE

Students from across the district were given an opportunity to showcase their

talents by submitting their vision of the holidays. Last month, the Board of

Education selected the image to be used to represent Craven County Schools

for the district’s holiday card. The artwork selected graced the cover of the card

with holiday greetings added to the inside and was distributed across the state

to other school systems and locally to our schools and community.41 deserving

images were submitted by five elementary schools, two middle schools, and

one high school.  All of the images submitted were used throughout the

holidays. Each year it is extremely hard to select just one since all are worthy of

being on the front of the Craven County Schools Holiday Card. 

Tonight, we would like to congratulate Justice Williams, 7th grade student from

H.J. MacDonald Middle in Mrs. Connell’s Art class, for her beautiful vision of

the holidays submission.
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Each year the state of North Carolina produces a school report card for each school

and district across the state. This resouce highlights class sizes, attendance, school

safety, instructional resources, and teacher quality. Also included is an individual

school performance grade (A-F), as required by the state law, calculated using

student proficiency to count 80 percent and academic growth to count 20 percent

of the grade. The interuption in instruction last year caused by the pandemic

caused school report card grades to be omitted from school performance reporting

by the North Carolina Department of Public Instruction. One important indicator

was able to be reported for North Carolina's high schools; the four-year cohort

graduation rate. This is the percentage of students who graduate within four years

of entering high school.

Tonight, the Board of  Education extends our congratulations to Craven Early

College for achieving an outstanding graduation rate of 96.0% and Early College

EAST for achieving an outstanding graduation gate of 96.9%. These results reflect

hard work, commitment, dedication, and perseverance by our students and the

support they received form their teachers, parents, and our school leaders. We

applaud these schools on the outstanding work to support student success and

present you with a certificate on behalf of the Department of Public Instruction

and State Superintendent, Catherine Truitt and the Craven County Board of

Education.Supporting Documents

2019 - 2020 NORTH CAROLINA EXCEEDING OUTSTANDING GRADUATION
RATE – TODD BRADLEY CRAVEN EARLY COLLEGE, ALLAN QUINN - EARLY
COLLEGE EAST
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            We each remember the great teachers who touched our lives, kindled our
interests and challenged us to do our best. Great teachers exhibit deep concern and
love for children and they convey a passion for the subjects they teach, while
captivating their students with that passion. These teachers approach their work
with creativity and imagination, constantly striving to improve.
 
            Created by educators and policymakers in 1987, National Board Certification is the
highest credential in the teaching profession.  A teacher-driven, voluntary process
established by the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards, certification is
achieved through a rigorous, performance-based assessment that typically takes one to
three years to complete. As a result of the National Board Certification process, teachers
like professionals in other fields — demonstrate that they meet the highest standards for
their profession through a demanding performance assessment. 
 
            The Craven County School System is proud to spotlight the following teachers who
recently achieved National Board Certification:
 
                        Kelly Leonhardt Griffin, District Level Learning System Coach
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INTERNATIONAL PAPER  LITERACY GRANT – ELEANOR PATRICK, KIM
SCOTT – OAKS ROAD ACADEMY, JERRY SIMMONS, LISA CHITTY – NEW
BERN HIGH

 
The Board of Education is proud to spotlight Partners In Education along with the
International Paper Literacy Grant winners. The Board also wishes to thank
International Paper for their support through their award of $10,000 for two $5,000
grants that were administered by PIE. The focus of the award is to increase literacy
achievement through direct services to the students of Craven County Schools. 

As Catherine Burgess, communications specialist with International Paper explains,
"The most successful way to improve the reading achievement of our students is to
increase their access to print. At International Paper, we make sustainable investments
to protect and improve the lives of our employees and mobilize our people, products
and resources to address critical needs in the communities where our employees live in
work. Supporting PIE is one way we are doing this.

"The winners are: When We All Read, We All Succeed! – Dr. Eleanor Patrick, with Kim
Scott, Oaks Road AcademyCelebrating Diversity, Read to Succeed - Jerry Simmons,
principal, with Lisa Chitty, New Bern High.

Thank you to Partners In Education and International Paper for making the awarding of
this grant possible, and congratulations to the winners of the grant! As Mrs.  Brown and
Mrs. Burgess say, "Paper is Good!"
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THE BATE FOUNDATION INDIVIDUAL SCHOOL GRANT PROGRAM
 
Tonight, the Board of Education is proud to recognize the winners of The Bate
Foundation Individual School Grant program and our Beginning Teacher Mentors
who work with our teachers through an innovative program, The Beginning
Teachers' Store!  We also would like to acknowledge The Bate Foundation for their
continued support and funding of these programs that make a significant impact on
Craven County Schools and our local nonprofit, Partners In Education, as the nexus
between The Bate Foundation and Craven County Schools.

Harold H. Bate was a philanthropist, investor, and retired lumber executive.
Through his generosity, The Harold H. Bate Foundation is funded by his estate.
The mission of the foundation is to offer financial support to the communities of
Craven, Pamlico, & Jones counties and East Carolina University.

Partners In Education was honored to be selected as a grant recipient for $55,000. 
 $25,000 funds the Beginning Teachers' Store and $30,000 for The Bate
Foundation Individual School Grant Program.  Arts, Music, Health, Fitness and
Athletics is the focus of the grant program. Thank you to The Harold H. Bate
Foundation for supporting the efforts of Craven County Schools and Partners In
Education through this grant award. 

We would also like to recognize Necia Swain, Jesse James, Staci Spear, Taejon
Owens, Dr. Ervin Patrick, and Darlene Brown for their work in the Beginning
Teachers' Store. Ms. Swain, Ms. Spear, and Ms. Owens are mentors for our
beginning teachers and work with Dr. Patrick and Ms. Brown on funding and
running the store.  Without them, the store would not be possible.

Next, we would like to congratulate the winners of The Bate Foundation Individual
School Grants.  As I call out the name of your individual school grant & the amount
awarded, please know that we are together in spirit, if not physically, and celebrate
your awarding of this grant!  Congratulations to the following recipients on winning
this competitive grant:
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A.H. Bangert Elementary
Harold H. Bate Grant Recipients

THE BATE FOUNDATION INDIVIDUAL SCHOOL GRANT
PROGRAM CONT'D

January 2021 Board Highlights Cont'd 

8


